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Effect of Color Contrast on Readability
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Abstract

Contrast has many applications in different medias; i.e., printing the texts and images (posters, billboards, business cards), screen displays
(TVs, mobiles, laptops) and designing of software’s and websites. In this article, the color contrast feature is studied to investigate the
manner of selection of colors for text and background in different displaying medias. In this regard, the features of color contrast,
effective color parameters and effects of color contrast to distinguish the text from the background are studied and results of these effects
in different medias are discussed. Based on studies have been down on color contrast features, it was found that readability, resolution,
and using of various color combination for charming effect of the text should be considered. The results show that using different textures
and backgrounds with different colors or contexts, can affect the readability, attractiveness and resolution of the texts. Besides, different
factors related to the text arrengment, i.e., font type, size and space between words and lines may affect the readability. Finally,
parameters such as changing the type of light source and the time factor can increase or decrease the color contrast property.
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Contrast, Color Contrast, Readability, Resolution, Hue preference

Graphical abstract

r fxn
' Hellertown |
i Bethlehem ‘
. b : bl j ‘Telelsl WReTssl 1 GOODE
grm—r : 1 : ®  BAD
GOODE® GOODE® GOOD®

OODe GOODe

LEINECY CORATIVE
! " A !

Corresponding author: jafari-ra@icrc.ac.ir


http://www.jscw.icrc.ac.ir/
http://www.jscw.icrc.ac.ir/

Sl ole 3l 2l 5955 Ky ) S 3 aSST S 0l Lt (g9 o
)5 daiomy 59y 2 sl st 5l el Ll ol 5,955 (VL (S,
wlol 53 (59 Camc 10,95 Kioled 59, 2 (2ethae (2Uls> Sl
5 O 5o 1 (S g b olw) LSy ST 05 «linios
oolatwl aS ols Las 195 de Baiod guls ol 18 sy 090 Aol g
U1y Sl s g e 3 (61 g duhes ol S 5
T2 G onl )3 Sl oy (S) S5 A Cad 5ol
2 0] sstees Sdb e pUlsS p (plidg; S (S saled
5 55 3la b pleses myp b GHlSes 5 g N2 L
olay 5 (K, olay Jlade mSlas jo a8 auzdly o olles  olidg, olas
aSalon g Al oo 4iBo j0 Al Ve v dgas 0 e olles ¢ ol
2 olian (S5, ol Js iy elS s il b s, olis
Obzmes g aLal (Slaiz 15U e (2lls> 50 il 995 Jlade (p i
o o il e 5 78,Ls [F] ail e aids , 4alS Yoo 30 5o
a5 audl o wolay goue Sl 5 e gllss gwym L YooV
FFrr Jg o5 ool QUi (mwiin lp Sl 5l (g oo
Voalal) (gaiod ol jo il wlyss s dsis ot ()l @0)l9e

el oad Chy pa dten ey OLES (lgie 4V abal) 5 e olE lgie 4

_Lrlg_ Lt
Lg  Lgl

M)

Al oo diey ey (2lg) Lp g e (olidig, Ly

(Sum(Li—LB)2>0'5
_ E[Wi-Lp)*1*® _ "

Lp Lp

Crus Y

P S 2bds) Liooppad ooy plos olidy), :Sle B
JSa5 slafuSoy Sl g (e 53y o QLI JuSey)
V] sl o jrgaal osme

CEF g G Sen 5 Liligl g & o ls Y ¥ Lo
ola i s 8o dawgie ojlul 5l 5 S6S slacie sl a5 ol lis
e e 6 (UleS e 3 Ly SLE caiiaj ey 5 e (K
Ay wpr (K 0lE S n ol b glagste sl Gezmes )b
O S, olay JA] oS Lass 55 oS olidg, ol jo e sl 1) ol
Sl o )Lal pgai ;5 (Logls 5 b« plidy) () sloaasie Dol £58
et 4 )0 L g (e Ol (5 58 e o gl ST 50 el (S oS
e oS ol [A] wiin 3l (Gl () 0l Gley Jsb 0 K,
s llss g ol sy 5 ol o 558 sl Je 009l Dl s s (6558
2 e oS olin (lay Jsb 53 Gried 9 998 (8 (Sl Dl
9 oL il (S, s ©0pF 18 0l et meiiee 58 O jglxe
| ARPRRY ISV JRCIX gin Pt e

> Knoblauch
6 Scharff
" Ojanpa

Ol 9 3135 340l (45 )0

doddo —)

looly 3l (S5 anindd o el anily (g lews Sl a0l 4 b anidS
Sl ol 3 b 5l Slbls s 5 cld sl g bl o sy D!
5 ple SOy b ojgpel (00 5 o yune Ll il 5 L2 (S (59, 2
4 ply JUl deSioles gl 5 Gl lrolliws glgl adg «(g,5l8
Fla B ass sz o cal 4l zlg, p0 e 0 losls Jlawy S
‘Ltbw el Al 60[..\) )L...wa Q)))ls M.w Jels S99y 2 OL:.M: UAA
oals imlei b Gl sols ojlail g S L oS aiin baasligi 51 24,5
e g s 3 wled jo ply Jml Lol Giou deiyie g o
@ly e Jolge 5 So il zgg o5 aiten 6,50k sy ope paie
N e (Ul ] Dglite b Sioled (59, 2 Goe Liuled )
G S5 I o)l dise) G g oy G S5, S 4y g0 s
- . & P T e . i o .

5 o 5 OBly 0l S L8l Dl 0 )l5 S8 e (s
O 9 behs o alols wigd yie ollg> dguge el aiiles o o5l
Slp iz 4 &S |z calazg BB s e SUls> @l p 55 (B5lg
By |y e ilgs Wilgh oo yuizred g WS oo SaS DlalS (0 )5 Ty
Oge 2Uls> 9 7909 b bl o (o)l Sliiod 3 sla Sl jo

Y e e e “oa wt E .

e Jole plyie 4 ol (g p Sliiod (nl il o5 485 g0
bog (e oUlg> Sl sgu o) Ban g o3y S eke SUlsS 2 Fge
Oizmed 5 ol b il e 5 ST NAAY o s [Y-Al el ol
e85 50 50,5 sy e Ul collB o 1) SlelS ojlasl S
Syse Sly3l Lasgt Sl uilgs s b 5l olles bl LS
Sl oy i oS ool plis wlidss ol s 8 S 1E e
Sy a5 o0 Ay oyl 3l SllST (sole ojlil b ygie 4y oLl
azsliz b 00) wesd 4RSS )0 delS YO+ i 4 osly yusle>
Oldize lawgs ool ciy,as gole >l S L s SlalS o5l
Flsn o wlor 2o g BB Gl 4 (ol Sae e il
gz a5 Wow ) axS cpl 4 95 lakoe ¢ Hllgs culld 5 ol
Loy S dlpoj gy (535 ol (o g ol dlpoj gy (S5 b (¥io
Sy olad s LA e o il Kes o S Y] ail e LSS
@l Lol 6lp @S 72 (g5l (e (2l 59, 2 (2l Sl 4
3o [F] conl ails of 8l 6.3’[555 S9y g;j) ol & Cund (5 i
PR g IR EET RN SN ISR & SO RIS ICOM P L. C PR W
@S 0ls 18 (cmyn 900 Sitaled Su 55y 2 dejm 5 O K

! Texture

2 Contrast
% Legge

4 pastoor

VFAY /¥ 6 jlah /A ala /&3 (sLiis o Oladllas o2 9 i - sale da yedd




o

s o oyl LT (50 ool Gl g ool i o die
ey Slojloges ¥ IS4 7 5 @ slaidn 958 oSV g ) Cend 4y
Shls Y digel (o Ceond 0 s e L 1) sy w3l ousl
Caond 50 (piznad Wil oo SLET (p feS (I A digas 5 ol o in
Db e ol xS Glylo AT digad 5 ol i sl V' diged
Sy » Sedw Hhe llsd CoblB wlay aning ;o 4 wes o lid s
ipajim (2lidg) 50 (o5 e b (g el Sy ol Akney
0L Rl L el (Sen (rizmen 098 (o0 S ol e (2l
Y dges j0 a5 85,5 oo eaalin) wb zals Ll LUl dadiges 5| S p
asly 2als (Ll @bl wolar jlaged (galidl s, S5 g jloges
CeblB (o5 L ool jo a5 wes oo olid uzmes bl (col
IV sl e o 031 i s 50 ol

Soileg s glas slai -Y-Y

Bl 55 BB sl baaiges o] o a5 ceul olas  Ssleg S slias

Dl e olidy) g ogls plo

LA Kotog 5T slas o olai -1 K3

® Chromatic

. sto 9
o Bl -
6
Ya
23
1
o EEE
-
-« EIll .
.—:v';
)
=

i)

O = N W s WV O N ®

o

2Ulgd alald e 55) SLAS 5 jeg M6

3L glgl (omwy =Y

Silog ST glad 4o slai-)-¥

248 Cl (oS gl Jlo) Sl > i b Ssleg 5T (sl
laasges Jolis Lad ol [NYOI Y] aien T ogls 57 0l 033 laiges )]
Jloasl Silog ST digas o925 pas Joo 4y sl (67285 5 ol s
LT 5,85 e 0 & by, ogdle badigas ol O3 cdasms o
Oy 55, ol Uy Sileg ST sl ol [V F] aly oo 3
Lol 055 oo iy yoi Silog ST (5L 13 laaigad (lidyy e SIS
s g ol (Sl aile (5 S B sl b sl (Sae Silog ST
Wi slad o 1) Sy ol ) ole ) S A0 VO] wigd ool jlis
e o ialed (6,281 g ol

2Uls3 Colls bl ol slas IS 51 (S o o La] iy a5 sk
plol b o0 (Sslog,ST) (5, e (slad jo ol 0p)l5 o el
O @l Sl YN0 Jlo s axdlpnd g liledks Lawgi oot
@l @S 35 o)z S S Slaaie) e (595 2 ek 5 0l
Sledises onms ol (@FY) JSo .l ool oals (lis ¥ ISS o
Gl o o olas (ol 4 Vbl e oS wile sad Sk
boobow 5 aubo gloares; (5l V'5) Ceond j0 aSgern @l
R «Jedo (e 4 g Sl oud odliul (glidigy (p S g e
Vo) Ceond )3 b diiejpm Lol (e 5 ol alie) ey b i

lds, ¥ g ¥V Cwd o il olay jlade op i )b

! Achromatic
2 Hue

% Saturation
* Lightness

——

%

1 2 3 4 s 6 77 8
Agal

) opei dodipai ol (sl Gizeas (Aiil o Jlro Sl odiao LS dgei (g9, Sel) ddus g ol o  UlS (s SiloiT gl g lodigas (LT JSCE

L] Wil oo s 20 b sl dipai 5l 7 S3g0i 5 0l

VFAY /¥ o jlack /A ala /K3y shaia jo Cladllae oo g - pals d el



S olo SUaT g (5399 anie SLai-O-Y

Toobes dsb o b 6o aie 5o Dl Bkl el (e (K, ol
e F 50 (K5 (gl sbml 4 w558 e 55 5l (N ol oo
4 () Dl )0 Glgise |y Dlps nl Salai 095 g0 i8S (695 aie
iy 5o (g9 5l 0,5 eanlin ol 55, aled Jsb )3 98 5 5l S50
)50 95,0 50 S (o0 o)Ll oy Jsbo 5o () Sl 4 Sloj (K,
S S5 [8] 055 oo Lgsye o obl (S5, gl ojhl &y ol 08
@l S 0 aes o plis ) (698 aue olas 0 -0 9 Sy ol Ll
Sy e Sl s (5 50 ST JgeS Slojy Do 5l ey
Go% Ee 25 5o oD UKD ) 5 958 00 s Hlars ol 5 0l (S
el oud i Jl2rd (led (K5 oL e )3 9 ST 50

$ e e s
bl bl Figo Jolge -Y
g b3 Job bgls alols ( JIB slas (o8 o3l Llai goasie Jelse
als Ll s aalsl jo a8 0505 56 yete oblgs CollE p lals Jobo

IRURTAPES

Color Contrast

Red - Green - Blue

Red - Yellow - Blue

DIV Kileg )5 slas o olar -1 S

[19] LS, cslo 4 olii —F s

® Temporal Contrast
® Readability

Ol 9 3135 (340l (45 )0

Seilog ST (glad jo sds 5 ol (w5 S 50 Slyis (Jlio oy @
Jold Silog S slad (o (nSe So Dl &Sl o gdi o0 oy
w235 (b o b ooy Jobo yo wlgi o (K5 old ailioe (K slaolas
sl o (S ol slaiges ¥ S L[] 09 e s 95 e
S5, 5l e Slaaie; (m (JSB Billas a0 LA 1) Sileg S
by collB o Jol> (S5 olar ol ooy i loyg5 1 elaie

ol g sl 2o 9 Sz 5 5 9 il 2ods (e o

s,y slbad g K5,y slai-Y-¥
olas |l el g9 S () ad ola L) (K, slbovad slol s o olas
el digad (ol S5 4 S digad 4 S5y BB ol (S, (slad o
2 o 40 00,5 e cilite sladie) oy diges o] e (ansis
b 4 S sbela 4 cod Canlas 4 Ssbeg S pMasl 45T Jl>
e g odiig G bli)l Sileg S sload psgie S oo 35 3 IS
59 0ads sl olas jl oled  USS A] o5l oo s 1) 09> (5
Jedoay bhaz by F IS Gllas oo oo iulei | (5, load 5,157
g oo 00ld (Al Sl SouSy 5 o8 g dnejm I o cad ol 924
e s bl asis ol ) 039 pas Djgo pd Sl o
Sgdise 00y 5 4 55 bax 18 gladT y slaad o LS wlay g4 )]

F =Pl ol Ol & astw sladS LS 0 (55, ol ol 5l e
amdld Slog ST (glad jo Siilag,S ol

T bl 5l b olas —F-¥

G o3 ey O Bl 5 9l SLE S G alal) caalllae S 5
Ol Ky g (8 S alls ggazme FCIE (26 5155 Sy 5 yle L
4 ola )3 Eudln 098 (oo rog ol L 5 it ol el ¢ b
P19 plo g Glp g iz (AP O a9y G 5O Dold (Sne
ol 3l (e Syl S 59, &5 (in 9l e A (B rhaw
295 % 4795 g s (59, 99790 Bl Gibey Sl & 4 b o ol g
IVl 00,5 o0 put )z )9 Q3L g Jamo

! Edge Contrast

2 Glossiness

% Hunter

4 International Commission On lllumination

VFAY /¥ 6 jlah /A ala /&3 (sLiis o Oladllas o2 9 i - sale da yedd



https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiMq7fm0LzXAhWQCewKHYWkAdMQFggmMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cie.co.at%2F&usg=AOvVaw1Ud1IkVvihIFv-CmpLM7sa

o
ol 03103l 3 ¥ aliold 36 -Y-Y
O alols olar 4 ol o8 o3l (2e alls sl mre Jolse S (S
5 g o8 ol LB gwyp y0 YN8 Lo o cl e ol bglas
oy 30 39290 SYlie (guyp b 23 Se 5 g)590 ()] boghas (o alsld
WolSog (e sl VA o8 o3l Jlas oS iy 4zl (ol @ ooSas
Sgut y (Slaiz B YV Sl s a8 ojlail il g el Clio
[VF] V5 5 Mgy DAY Jlo o omizman [TY]s ) lls>
oS jshailon wiols 13 oy 050 ) 00l Sl (e ) boghas (o alold
e 55 ,n balols as il o Ll el go cdslie VS o
o b0s S e bl alidl el V) L alio 3 VIF 5 VIY) Loglas
g5 aile ;S50 olse 4y Cansl Ko gl 45 AL o 0L ke >
Bl s (i 008 5 ol 03luil eyt (B30 g ol3
U932 i HLBL HSU-Y-Y
9,80 ;30 (s 0 [VF] (B yo H“é)u‘s \‘J-.:-“’Y"’ Jle 5o
ol glaaiej g 5l lilazslsy oUlss (55, » dio) (g 0L
9 035 Gy (g S e s I rizres g Sglitte sl LL L
laye ol 45 wis,S eslizul /A0 g +/¥0 o+ /10 5L oy ds b ol
Lidgs 0 pmls g Eulie cpypo DlalS (ol

7 Space

8 paterson
® Tinker
0 Hill

1 Scharff

Serif

Purus et etiam, pulvinar odio?
Facilisis, rhoncus purus? Duis
et lorem tortor dolor ridiculus
sociis risus, enim. Non odio
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enim enim nisi! Est sed, adipi-
scing augue! Nec cursus? Nec
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This text is easy to read because the margins and line
spacing are large enough to avoid cluttering the space.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

ea commodo consequat.

If the line spacing was smaller and the text was placed closer to
the margins, it would be more difficult to read.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex
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